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NGUNDU - TANGANDA
ROAD OPENING

Reconstruction of the Ngundu Tanganda 
road came to a thunderous conclusion 
when the end of the project was 

capped by His Excellency and President of 
Zimbabwe Cde E.D. Mnangagwa when he 
officially commissioned the road on the 
afternoon of 1st July 2019. The occasion was 
held at the small dusty Kondo Business Centre 
about 37km from Tanganda. The President 
was flanked by his Minister of Transport and 
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Infrastructural Development, Hon Architect J.B. 
Matiza and the Minister of State for Provincial 
Affairs (Manicaland), Dr Ellen Gwaradzimba. 
Also in attendance were senior officials from 
Government, including the Permanent Secretary 
for Transport and Infrastructural Development, 
Eng. Amos Marawa and Principal Director, Eng. 
Chinyanga. Provincial Officials led by PRE Eng 
Zindoga and his team attended. The Bitumen 
World Head Office Team in attendance, led by 
the MD Andre Zietsman included Chris Seager 
and Tim Johnson. Andre Zietsman sat at the 
high table together with the two ministers and 
the President.  The Bitumen World Team led by 
Bigboy Sibindi also witnessed this momentous 
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occasion. The Ngundu 
Tanganda Road scored a 
number of firsts that included 
the following:

• First road totalling nearly 
86km to be constructed by 
a private contractor since 
Selous-Ngezi Mine Road

• First road project in the 
country to be commissioned 
following the coming in of 
the second republic and new 
dispensation 

• First road project to be 
commissioned by President 
E.D. Mnangagwa

• First road project for Bitumen 
World to be commissioned by 
a President

Preparations for the occasion 
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began on Tuesday 25 June 
when D.O.R advised of the 
event. These preparations 
included sourcing the various 
tents from Rooneys, design 
and manufacture of a plaque 
including related accessories. 
On-site preparations included 
clearing the venue site 
and construction of plaque 
brickwork. Though marred 
by last minute changes that 
included venue changes and 
layout and wording of plaque 
changes, the preparations 
were a success and the 
ceremony went on flawlessly.

The event began with the 
arrival of the President in 
his Presidential Helicopter. 
He was met at the landing 
strip by senior officials from 

Government, Party, Traditional 
Leadership and our own 
MD. After several speeches 
by Minister J.B. Matiza and 
Minister Gwaradzimba and the 
main speech by the President, 
the President then proceeded 
to the ribbon cutting and 
unveiling of the plaque. A red 
carpet was laid all the way 
from the podium to the road 

where a Bitumen World blue 
ribbon had been placed across 
the road. The President, 
flanked by Minister J.B. 
Matiza and Andre Zietsman, 
proceeded to cut the ribbon 
to thunderous applause from 
the gathered crowds. After 
cutting the ribbon, the plaque 
was unveiled marking the end 
of the proceedings.


